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Sexual misconduct not just a problem on college campuses

by Claudia Levens

Nuu Aost  of  the

identities of the people imolved
In this article have been kept
anomymous. This 15 something
that the New Trier News ries 10
avoid, since we are aware that
it complicates the perception of
credibiing However we  hope
to bring hght 1o a decper aspect
of owr community that dererves
thoughiful  diviogue by ling
the voices of indwiduals who
are personally affected by it The
people s mames are danony mous
@ are the names 0f evgryone
involved i their stories simply o
protwct them.

= remember most that L started
o got awealy, ad 1 remember my
paiwts shaking so much that my ring
started o move along my hoger. 1
remember thinking that there was no
way this situstion ended well.”

The anonymowus student had
panned on stopping at home betore
hanging out with some fricnds. She
ook the bus to where it stopped
closest w0 her home, and when she
gut ofY, a guy she knew from school
was there. They started talking and
walking in the same direction, until
they passed a park.

1 sat on one of the benches for
a moment 10 do somethiag, and he sat
down next to me and strted making
physical advances. 1 wid him
stop, 1 think 1 specifically remember
saying ‘po thanks I'm good.” But
he hept tnying to hiss me, touching
we all over, and 1 was panicking. I
didn’t know what to do, | remember
geiting up with some excuse, walking
towards my house hurnedly but
checking and going around the block
twice so that he'd not see where 1
five. I got home, took a shower and
cried,” she said.

“] see him in school sometimes,
and each time, I get this panicky
feeling in my chest.”

Earlier this year. senior boys and
girls adviseries paired up to discuss
the movie “The Hunting Ground,”
which every group walched the
prior week. This marks the second
year the film which portrays the
realities of sexual assault on college
campuses, has been shown to all
senior adviseries as they prepare for
their eventual NT departure.

During the extended
period, AP Psychology students
gave presentations on  various
psychological elements pertaining
to sexual assault, including the
bystander effect, mob mentality, and
altruism.

Assistant Superintendent
Timothy Hayes said, “The purpose
of “The Hunting Ground” is to
belp educate students about sexual
assault on collcge campuses before
they go off to college. Our goal is
for students to walk out of here after
health class, after the movie, after the
conversation, understanding what
positive, compassionate relationships
look like.

A sccond anonymous student
said she truly appreciated that
discussions  surrounding  sexual
assault and harassment were being
conducted within NT and felt proud
thal our school was providing the
opportunity for that in the first place.

“But I also felt throughout the
film and discussion this nagging
feeling  that  something really
important was missing. 1t was
all focused on this idea that it's
something we'll have o experience
once we leave this area,” she said.

“t was all focused on the
bypotbeticals of wllege and shightly
relevant assves, by ojust hept
thinking ataut what 1'd been through
two vears age, and all the girts 1o oue
shool T hoow who've bad sinvlas

ervpencmen.”
The sconid anony mous student
had  buea  repeatadly  subject 1o

unwanted Wuching and eowuonally
manipulatiye  comments  over he
counse of multple months.

“When he wanied me 10 move

‘It stuck out to a lot
of us that this really feels
like an issue that isnt
so distanced from our
own community or that
it’s only relevant when
talking about college
and in health class.’

he wouldo't say it, be'd just hit me
on the |butt]. I told him to use his
words. He kept doing it and | tumed
around and wid him that if he wanted
me 1o move, he’d need to tell me. He
threatened me saying that if [ told
people no one would believe me
because everyone loved him.”

While discussing with her
friends during a class after “The
Hunting Ground,” it became clear 1o
her that she wasn't the only one who
felt that way.

~It stuck out t0 a lot of us that this
really feels like an issue that isn't so
distanced from our own community
or that it’s only relevant when talking
about college and in health class.”

The second anonymous
student said she feels guilty that she
never pushed harder to report the
harassment (o the point where he
would be held accountable.

“1 know he has done things to
other girts. 1 didn’t realize at the time
that the unwanted touching consisted
of harassment. Most people picture
this violent circumstance, but there's
a lot more that needs to be fixed.”

Hayes said that providing
support and education is something
the administration cares deeply about
prioritiziog.

“~There ar¢ multiple avenues
that are available. First of all, sexual
assaultisacrime, so there is an avenue
through the police department that
allows for investigation and seeking
justice, There are reporting policies in
place that include investigations and
support. There are also resources here
for the individual students through
social work which is aiways available
to anyone. Our health curriculum
covers consent and an entire section
focused on sexual assault, consent,
and healthy relationships to educate
students,” he said.

Reporting policies and processes
are outlined in the student guidebook.

Specific details pertaining to the
reporting process can be found on
page 2 in the section headlined “How
to report sexual misconduct at NT.”

The second anonymous student
said “the policies are important, but
there’s a discrepancy betwecn the
amount of people who experience
things and the amount who report
it and seck help. If everything were
perfect here, then there wouldnt still
be this discrepancy.”

According to the sccond
anonymous student, this is a result
of residual fear and stigma regarding
reporting but also a lack of awareaness,
specifically among our student body
about the processes in place to help
them. She also believed there was
a general feeling among other girls
she knew that nothing would even be

done il they v repuie i

After  the  fost  annymous
student bad been assauhed al he
park by her house, she imually didn'y
regart it dug (o the fact that she didn't
have a ot of fath that anyhing
would be doae W belp her situation
or punish the person who'd assaulied
her

“] hnew 1 could repot it bt
1 also thought, what's the poiat of
sarying an ting to anyone it don’t
behieve they 're going o do anythung
about it I felt that way bevause
I'd heard stories of people teiling
ap adult i the school and nothing
happening or very hittle resulted and
nuthing changed.”™

A third anonymous  student
who'd been verbally harassed over
the course of multiple weeks in one of
ber classes said that she was frustrated
with the fact that the teacher of the
class didn’t do anything to help her
even though it was clearly audible
and the anonymous studeat had gone
10 her for help

Aside [romtheseinconsistencies,

it’s also a reahty that students at our
school don’t always know about the
policies and resources in place that
can support them.

A fourth anonymous student
said that both times she experienced
sexual harassment, she bad no idca
that reporting was a viable option for
her.

One of the boys she sal with
at lunch started making advances—

matter. be kept doing it 1 don't think
he thought he was dong anything
wrong And I wish | would have had
the shills to be able te say in that
ament They you're creepng me oul,
leave me alone’ amd explar what he
was doing and that he was making
my really uvikomiorable. But I'm
also conflicied, because | felt Like that
wasi'l something [or me W say and
that it wasn't my Job. I had wld him
to stop muliiple times, 100, Shouldn’t
thal have been enough”™

He was in her math class
throughout the rest ol the year, and
every ume she saw him, i'd mahe
her uncomfortable.

IThe  sexual
expericnced  the

assault
summer

she
before

but these small things matter.”

She acknowiedged it as this

“greyer arca” of the sewual conduct
conversalivn
. “I thiok it's [the Brey arca)
is a cultural symplom of the same
problem.  IU's sull behavior  thay
doesn’t feel nght. 1 think we shauld
address it and try 10 show People how
weind ths is. 1Us such an Mieresting
thing. specifically  for gy area,
There's this expectalion (hy New
Terer is so perfect because the Rrades
are good, the sponts teams gre wood
the building 15 beautityl But lhcu:
are so many shady cultury 18sues that
aren’t only at New Trier, to be fayr
but that don’t really get ﬂddl!ssqi
fully and thoughtfully," she said,

1 in 5 women and 1 in 71 men wig
be raped at some point in their lives
1 in 3 women and 1 in 6 men wijl

experience contact

sexual violence at

some point in their lives

20-25% of college women and 15%
of college men are victims of forced sex
during their time in college

National Sexual Violence Resource Center, 2017

smaller ones at first such as locking .

his arms around her shoulder and
chest area. She told him to stop and
that she was not okay with that.

‘How many girls
experience things like
that and continue to
tell themselves that
it doesn't matter? It’s
not the actual violent
assault or harassment
that's much clearer that
people can clearly be
punished for, but these
small things matter.’

“I tried to brush off the situation
and ignore it and move on, [ just
thought he’s a stupid guy, it doesn’t
matter.”

He’d remove his arms at first,
but as the days went on, he continued
to touch her in uncomftortable ways
that she told him she didn't want.

~1 was mad, so 1 stopped talking
to him. 1 stopped sitling with him
and those friends. It sounds minor
and it’s not the worst thing that can
happen, but I had repeatedly told him
that I didn*t want that, and it didn't

her sophomore year involved the
same guy who'd assaulted the first
anonymous student at the park.

“I"d never really thought that
they were situations [ could bring to
the school. I really just had no idea,”
she said. I definitely think there’s
some work the school can do to make
sure people know from the beginning
of high school what the reporting
process is, who they can go to, those
types of things.”

What concerns her most,
however, are the socially acceptable
aspects of our culture that culminate
in sexual misconduct that she believes
are present in our community as they
are throughout the world.

“I think the problem is a lot
more complicated than it’s portrayed
to be. My friend told me about how
someone had grabbed her [butt] on
the bus one time. That's happened to
me while walking up the stairwell.”

She explained that both her
friend and she had tried to tell
themselves that ‘it wasn't a big deal.’
But the more people, girls especially,
she’d hear tell talk about like that, the
more frustrated she got.

“How many girls experience
things like that and contivue to tell
themselves that it doesn't matter?
It's not the actual violent assault or
harassment that’s much clearer that
people can clearly be punished for,

Afier “The Hunting Ground”
was shown, a group of studens,
including semior lzzy Cox, sent a
tetter to adviscries and administrators
hoping to change the way sexual
assault is discussed in our school.

Since then, they’ve participated
in meetings with administrators, the
KW Chair, and Adviser Chairs to
discuss the concerns and extend the
conversation.

They've also worked on
clarifying and updating the resources
posted online, editing some of the
questions on the YRBS survey to
collect the best data. They hope to
institute a conversation or handout
outlining the reporting process in
advisery at the beginaing of the year

“There are juniors who have
promised to continue encouraging the
school to have these conversations
and to have them productively,”
senior lzzy Cox said.

“There are tangible actions
our community could take to
change those factors that enable and
encourage sexual misconduct. At the
very least, prevent these experiences
from happening.”

Where to find help:

In case of an emergency, call 9-1-1
National sexual assault hotline: 1-800-656-HOPE (4673)
Text-A-Tip: Text NSHELP9] 2 to 844-823-5323

NT Social Work offices:
Winnetka--Room 225

N ‘ Northfield--Room B230
Visit online.RAINN.org for 24/7 one

-on-one online support

Resources.for Cour.lseling on the NT Social Work Website: provides
information regarding local counseling services
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ddn’t come anay trom the video
and dicussion with a seise of
hopelessiess and tear about wllege
I Rkiow that we ined 10 supplement
the documentary with intormation
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opens up discussions on assault

Tansenmerer

Nidarly,  Mines  advisory
Spent time discussing way s fo address
the problem

“The hoys were afected by
e graviny of the movie They were
disappointed by what they saw and
wantad b Anow how soaicty hopes o
mak¢ things better”” said Milne

Ihere  was a  group
discussion among  advisers  about
dreas ot potential improvement for
tuiure vears

Wakhing  the  video  was
certamnly a step in the right direction,
and students hope the schood wall
Continc o address those issncs

“1 think we need 10 do tins not
Just about the college and univeran
Jevel. but also about our Lune heee at
New Trier Sexual assanlts are & huge
problem at the Tugh school fevel. too
It would benehit everybody 1o ~li|f.‘
addressing this problem carlier on,”
sad Goldsien,

also

T othink that the video did for others as  bystanders.”  said

the current climate

“1 el them that its
not aboul scanng you nto
never leaving Your house, of
never pong 1o a paity, hat
you have W think of these
things. You can’t just walk
out of your house without
the thought that someone
has 0 know where you are.
1Us the world we live n.”
said Kalnes.

Fit Female student,
junior Chloe Shapiro, said
that in Fit Female, they learn
sclf detense moves in order
to prepare students for the
world beyond high school.

Shapiro said, “We also
talked about sexual assault
on college campuses and
about how many of the cases
20 unreported. This umt has

Kz

> < opened eye [{ c
1 ha 3 “;::rl); d my eyes o the real
, CLite y
5 -iimx%ﬁ?w“ v Boguons Junior Bujin Gandelgee
w-‘%w ‘W’IW girit added that since sexual
assault  can  happea to
- anybody,  regardless  of

ggclhkr. Students  in - fit
female leara the importance
of awareness  when in
public. Stoeghauer agreed

porcialnt | B

xS s i g

o that sexual assault occurs
3 Wﬁ”?’%’” regardless of gender
s LD ‘ﬁ.‘. »

“We teach boys and

girls self defense, and 1n

}‘Nng S0, you are not only belping

individuals  understand, and protect
themselves but stay out of siwations.

Stoegbauer teachics his selt detense
classes what sexual assault is. and
explains what is right and wrong

“1 explain to them that sexual
assault can just be an inappropriate
touch. I also think it's important o
know that it's never {the vicum’s} fault.
1t doesn’t mean you're lesser, it doesnt
mean you're weaker, doesn’t mean you
deserve it That way a person can move
on from that and feel stronger,” said
Stoeghauer.

Kalnes also emphasizes the fact
that it 1s never the vicim's fault in her
Fit Female classes.

“1really want my students w come
away hnowing that the assault was not
their lauin”

Kalnes wants her students to walk
away with not just knowledie about self’
detense, but also with the ability w seck
belp trom a trusted adult or a trivwd of

somcething dves bappen.

“We are going to talk abowt i as
much as we wan W prevent it but it it
happens. it i3 not in your gontrot, \Us not
your fault, and we will suppornt you here
at New Irer”

Laebovich

Fit Female class teaches
self-defense skills

knowing vour surroundings.

“We talk about awareness. and
how people can be predators so that 1f’
vou know what they [the predators]
arc thinking, you can stay out of the
situation.” said Stoegbauer.

Junior Jules Brown takes Yoga and
Self Detense this vear She said outside
of selt defense moves, the class talks
about how 1o be safe when walking alone
atnight “We talk about what chaices we
have pstcad of attacking someone such
as running or calhing for help,”

Kalnes said, “You always hear that
we should just be teaching people to
0ot assaull, W stop raping, and W stop
askiog lor sexual pictures. I'm hoping
that s being done m dilferent scclors,
but | am in front of my classes of temale
students. and we live i this world
where we have 1o be aware. and we have
to have this in the back ot vur minds.”

Kalnes emphasized she doesn’t
want students to be atraid, just aware ot

ey

by Alex Rubinstein

Ncu Trier oflers twe Kinetic

Wellness classes ~ bt Female and
YogaSelf-Ixtense - that ncorporate
scll- defense into the curniculum to give
students tools in order to prevent sexual
assault

kit Female  emphasizes  the
importance of students knowing sell
detense, and the class worhs on taking
measures 10 prevent sexual  assault
W give students the tools they peed
1o protect themselves o dangerous
situations.

Fit Female wacher Kathryn Kalnes
said. “In the selt detense umt, 1t's not just
about how 10 get out of holds and things
§ike that, but really 90% of seilf detense
i3 about awareness and aveidance.”

Yoga and Seif Defense teacher,
Lawreuce Stocgbauer, also focuses on




A
AN

/A\How Do We D

L8\ by Darcie Kim

A w.‘.al we have convera-
(ons ot ¢ vual assauil ey

‘ olten contct around e vl oF

BN the Cafciem SANKEY nﬂtwmf e
anenutt Alorhol drege revesing
Clotung, Aratnms bebav =¥ wd
regret ace froquueatty hokd respons
wbhe for melind e provedent &%
e runl axspult Hul & culpne hat we
tomy sfiewy hami il B0 Ay sy
oof harmiul povetel Expe taiions of
mam iy

A
Tharg v oflen an psmunpinm

hat Koasc mAsUliniry 18 an artach o
soheront manutamiy nd T nteaps
plnatnn of s hrm has unhwii-
aanch kel N i poputar m.w-m
coptan hat R masculan 1y #

olred that alt wees vl answiations

) gt that WA manulins

Just 3 forn fommnits usad 1

" owes

AeToxic masculinity

ing manhood as defined by violence,
strength is everything while s
\ measured, while supposedly “feminine” tra
the means by which your status as

hypersexual-are

AN

Holi ,.
‘d§‘ Yy

or the entirety of our child-
! hood. we boys have subconsciously
been taught that masculinity consist-
<d of swength, toughness, apathy,
and confidence among other things.
In the past few years though, the con-
cept of toxic masculinity has been
tossed around, attempting to shine
light on unrealistic expectations that
both bovs and girls place on boys to
act tough and strong.

This moverment has tried 10 en-
courage boys to seek help with men-
tal health problems, to pursue inter-
ests outside of gender norms, to not
fresort to violence, and possibly most

A importantly, to stand up for women

and women'’s rights, t0o.
But, the complication lies in the
fact that some of these less “mascu-

line” actions, such as crying in public
@\ or supporting women, will stll be

'judged by certain communities, fam-
ilies and groups to stray away from
what traditional mascuhinity looks

Iike, and would essentially lean to the
side of femininity, which is “weak-
ness”this somewhal untrue truth 1s
what often causes men to act tough
even when they don’t really want to.
But, if someone doesn't act tra-
ditionally masculine, it doesn’t mean
they are femimine, and it doesn't even
mean that they can't really be mas-
culine t00.
In fact, the less masculine op-

a2 the PERIDVE quabitees of
vy, saed 8 male vl
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e KR mascwhnay 13 1o dr3w
sronisn §) B¢ DTN yporenty e
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Anutha mals Mudent sand that
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objectihvation of guls all the tune
Semux Bl Fiicdman sad. “Tox-
1 inasculiiry masi tosts 1 men who
cumpete with esch other W unpeess

A
up

leln would arguably be to conform
to these gender norms and be a man
even when you don’t feel like one.
The choice that requires real bravery
and strength is the one that lets men
be comfortable in themselves and can
likely help out wotnen 1n the process,
even if it means sacrificing what
many belicve it means to be a man.

My idea to wrile this was
sparked by a TED talk | saw a year or
80 ago by Justin Baldoni. He says this
1o the audience. “I[ challenge you to
see if you can use the same qualities
that you feel make you a man to go
deeper into yourself. Your strength,
your bravery, your toughness: Can
we redefine what those mean and use
them to explore our hearts? Are you
brave enough to be vulnerable? To
reach out to another man when you
need help? To dive headfirst into your
shame? Are you strong enough to be
sensitive, to cry whether you are hurt-
ing or you're happy, even if it makes
you look weak?”

Strength  comes from going
against what others tell you that you
are supposed to do, even if it entails
some sort of sacrifice. The question
should not be whether you are man
enough to work out at Lifetime every
single day, or 1f you are man enough
to deal with all of your mental health
problems on your own, the question
should be whether or not you are man
enough to admit that you aren{ tradi-
tionally masculine at all.

When I heard this line of think-

efine TO

sex, status and aggression.
where sex and bru
its—which can range from emotio
“man® can be taken away” (tolerance.o

emotions are a weakness;

women, and 81 tumes pul down et
men who are it senething mod Lo~
saderod ‘masculine’ by the colture
There 15 & desirg for ominatan with
poxi masubinity This cowld dcfi-
sutidy result i sexual shuse, which
15 uflen carmred vt for power rathet
than se\ual gratificaBin

W hat we shawld ke frium o
mascilinitv ¢ that mon e B re-
fuse the “bovs wll by bovs” athiude
and hokd other men sccountable
Tou misogynishe mentabiics and
behavurs

1t a guy 18 aggressively comng
on W o flirung with somavne &l
a party, wo shouldn 't excuse tis
by saying that because boys are
u;hmmll_\ aggrCssive creshures. thaur
actoas are undeestandable 118 guy
seaually axsaults someone wearuig
revcaling clothes, we shouldn’t ex-
cuse that by sayving guys arc overtly
sexual creaturcs who are naturally
atiracked W people dressed sexily

e N e BB
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ing for the first time, it changed my
perspective on everything that |
thought would make me seem like a
man—I| even made my New Year’s
resolution this year to cry more.

Even though I knew that stand-
g up for women or letting my emo-
tons fy free was likely the right
thing w do, | never considered it to
be manly. But, it just makes so much
sense.

He goes on to say this too: “Are
you confident enough to listen to the
women n your life? To hear their
ideas and their solutions? To hold
their anguish and actually belicve
them, even if what they're saying 1s
aganst you? And will you be man
enough to stand up to other men
when you hear “locker room talk,”
when you hear stories of sexual ha-
rassment? When you hear your boys
talking about grabbing a~ or getting
her drunk, will you actually stand up
and do something so that one day we
don’t have to live in a world where
2 woman has to risk everything and
come forward to say the words ‘me
teo?"™

The more we make these terrible
actions towards womren scem cow-
ardly or unmanly, the iess likely the
bro-culture is to accept them, starting
in high school.

None of this is to say that by
getting rid ourselves of toxic mascu-
himity, we will nd of sexual miscon-
duct or sexism altogether—it’s much
more complicated than just that. But,

DANAA A

It’s the cu

A 2011 study by The Jour-
nal of Adolescent Health nded,
“Tume-Varving Risk Factors and
Sexval Aggression Perpetration
Among Make College Stodents,™
fotlowed myve than 700 men twough
four vears of collcge

The rescarch found that while
alcohal use was always higher
amiong men who committed more
sevual assaults, the trend m assault
sl wawn 't dwectly caused by
aleobol use
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raphy use, and hostibity toward wom- A
©0,” according 1o Fnc“lvl'l}llghl

Thus, cultunal expectations and
social accepied artiudes about wom-
en and power are what ulomately
conmnbuate 1o sexual asssult

“There 13 a certain power dy-
RAMIC created by dve porvasiveness
of o Wasculiniy that altows for
men o beleve that Wurnen tunda-
mentally owe them swnednng, and
that can be & huge factor befund
scual assault. Toxie mascuhny ¢

DR

For mon who d more
soxusl assaull and men who commat-
e less sexual assaults, they reported
drinking less by their senioc year i
colicge But the men who comimbtted
fower assaults also reported *falling
rates of impulsivity, hosulity toward
women. and behefs that supposted
rape The men whose rates of assault
werg going up. In contrast, reported
a growing sense of poer support for
forced sex, pecr Pressure, pornog-

ressive description of
d e eton it ltural ideal of manliness, where

tality are yardsticks by which men are
nal vulnerability to simply not being

sa warp how men. espe-

ciallv among groups of other men,
percaive such vilence,” sard sentor
Will Thorion

‘While there are many underly- 3

ing factors that conintbute 10 1ssues
between mea and women, societal
expectations of masculimty and
ferminmsty could be at the root of a
fot of our probleins Changing these
percerved normahiies will take tume,
but there 1s hope

manhood, designat-

PP

rg)

by encouraging real discussion on
what it means to be a man, we can
deter men from doing these acts, and
encourage more of them to stand up
against those who do so.

Competitions with friends on
who can hook up with the hottest girl
might seein hannless and fun, but the
essential need for power that some
guys feel wathin their communities
or groups contributes to pain that
women feel by being objeciificd or
harassed at the same e, too,

The fear of what it means to do
the right thing in the context of still
being manly, s what often stops us
from doing it. But, what if we choose
to realize and understand that to stand
up and go against these outdated
norms is really where our masculinity
should come from? Now, this should
be scary, and this will be harder. This
requires more strength.

I can’t say [ am perfect on this
issue | have definitely said or done
some things to fit in or to seem hike a
man, but this fact shouldn 't disquali-
fy me or anyone from getting better
n the future. At times, | have found
superficial strength i acting hike
a man even when I didn’t feel ike
one, and even some weakness in not
acung in the way | knew was nght
Sometimes, | simply  didn't have
enough strength 1o seem feminine

Remember, the culture  hag
taught boys 10 be this way, and t
will likely take a long time 10 reverse
these ideas. So, we should be patient.

VZ

A s

We should hold men accountable for
their actions but undersand that for
some, what they know is being up-
rooted, and what they thought was
the “manly” thing to is no longer ac-
cepted by society.

This will not be easy, and it will
require a magor cultural change to /4

have these new ideas about mascu-
linity impact everyone, but that 1sn't
the point

>

By knowing that standing up
to bad guys or crying durng mov-
ies (because hiding emtotions usu-
ally makes them worse) 1s the night
thing to do for yourself, and that it
requires *masculine® strength, hope-
fully more men will feel compelled to
change for the better.

Find strength 0 being vuinera-
ble. Find strength 10 being a femmist
Find strength in going to a therapist.
Find strength 18 choosing to be open-
ty gay Find streagth in weanng the
clothes you want to wear. Or, choose
to find strength in doing exactly what
every other guy is doing, which will
sacrifice your individuality, and like-
ly hurt yourself along with the wom-
en i your life by doing so.

Stand up for what is nght for
others and for yourself and the rest
will fall into place. But, no matier
what, we boys should never be wor-
rying about whether or not we are be-
ng a man when we do so.

£\
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«Surviving R. Kelly” reveals R&B singer’s sexual allegations

by M/l Winter

aera—

On Jan 2, Liketimc

Tolovimon meicased the ®v opwude
yerics,  TSunviving R ORelly,” 8
Gwumentarny ob e sevoua assault
sicpabons aganst Amerk an singer
songwrier R Relly

The Gt taes epeandes introduce
Roben Svivester hoily a the content
of the Chiidhood he ovpenenced
The purpose of thewe epewndes i ko
P b viewer msght vrho how the
wagel grew op [he opuaades alwo
artcgt W e\ A e subseguen
o boay in aduithoond At a vouny
age, Koty was so vl v assandied
™ a fareiy member b loved
W e il side of Checaga 0 a
poverty sinhen ome Whoee adull
Mt vison mmply dedn T enist

The show then gets ko bow

tas had behavior daried when s
Mtk bt the chants In 1992.93 he
Feicased two popular, Charn-vopping
altoms. and scveral of the songs
refcretaed a seual r\-im..\mm;‘ hat
he bad with the Bwen 1S vear-dd
wnger Aniis ah Haegblon At thas
ol o e JoCuIeTian tures Trom
R Wity as pwer, b0 an sdult predas s
Al the eoud of the sevoad
Cpesde and ali thiouph the rest ol
the sories, the show gets hand v
waih | waiched it with my mom
win) rememberad huving ter €yes
glued to the aews when the imtial
@regations Came oot i the late
19908 Even though my mom had
already hoard ol the accwsabons,
choarly the rest of the show was
unsctiting i her as well
One by une, hrave and damaged
women freached Of the abuse they
suflorad af the hands of R Kelly
when they were only children,

some as voung as 14 This was pot
yust sevual assaull, et porverse
deerading acts This, for me. was the
hardest pant 10 wasch For the tirst
pime, these women wore tething thare
sty aid thes knew 1l wasn't jusd to
the porsa Bolding the camera, but o
the authns ol people watching the
show, and B Keily himsel £

Erveny woman looked so strong
as ey spoke, even when they
ored or tned W fight hack tears.
One worman, whose success os a
pertormer is. in part, due W her
celabonship with R Relly, spoke
with streagih and insight 1w the
tact that her underaged mece was
explortod by the Lamaous and wealthy
celeboty —amd how she Names
herselt The ripple etfects of R
kaclly ‘s abuse continue in ways that
are sull revealing themsclves.

In watching this series, my
first reacion was shoek, Shock that

this ind of behavior even happens.
Whh would someone think they can
behave 1o s itlegal was? How can
such a famous (he wrote 1 Behieve
I can Fiv'™) singer songwriter
continue his carcer and the world
docsn 't care about the accusations
aganst him?

This documentary proved 1o
me that samehimes celebnnes arc in
tharr own world wath theis own set of
rules. rules that only apply o them

It's disgusting

Ihere is part of me that
wonders iIf K. Kelly wasn't talented
and had no tame whether or not he
would’ve already been convicted.
Orat he hadn't bad all the benetits
of fame, would he never have had
the chance to exploit and damage so
many young girls 1 the first place?

As of Feb. 10 of this year, R.
Kelly was charged with ten counts
of sexual abuse bere in Chicago. Ile

was accused of aggravated cniminal
sexual abuse against four victims,
three of whom were minors. This can
carny a sentence of three to seven
years fof cach count.

After warching Surviving R.
Kelly. hearing the survivors, my
heart breaks for their sutfering and [
want um (o pay

OnApr. 26, R Kelly faifed to
show up in court e lost the Tawsuit
alleging the underage sex abuse,

This specific lawsuit was only
fur a single case of lis assault, of
a girl with whom he had repeated
sexual contact with from June 1998
She was 16 at the time

It shouldn't lake twenty years
and a docurnentary series to help
these types of cases rse to national
prominence

It scares me 1o think of how
many mure storics like this {hcrc
could be hidden behind the fame.,

Appreciating
authors’ work

despite allegations

b Mollv George

I he vomtent of several Loglish classes has

Bevome controvenstal with the recent 1ssue over

welintting authors wath assault alfegations i class

cRiTi ums.
Amencan Studies classes didn't teach the
work of Sherman Aleve this vear, though s

poems have been taught 1 the past and AS classes

read “The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fisthight 1o
Heaven™ last year

Thaugh he writes from a cultural penspective
that is valuabie © teach in our classrooms, beng
one ol the few published Native Anerican authors,

the senual musvonduct aliegations Alewe taces

Were reason enough o take him off the reading list.

There 1s a fine Tine between avouding 8
controversial author and cutting owt one of the
limsted Navve American yoices in Literature.

This year, teachers favored Lowise Erdrich
poctry instead, according to ibrary depantment

chair Frika lmmel, who sard, “We have this diverse

popuiation and we need to collect matenals that

support all the different backgrounds, voices, and

perspectives that the school embodies,” whea
stocking the library.

For a diverse library, discussions about how
balancing culture and perspective change the way

We approach kexts will became more important.
In research, Immel said, “we are constantly
saving who's the author, why should we believe

them, why are they reputable, why do they have the

credentials to write that article™”

This academic perspective fits research
methods, but in considering individual authors®
beckgrounds. Immel sad, “There’s a ditlerence
berween having a literary work un our shelves
and saying we support the author. We're looking
at much maore than the author when we collect
materials.”

I'here 1s an important distinction between
eonsunung art and supporting the artist Ina

classroom, it depends on the context of the text and

she reader’s purpose.
Teachers whao believe in the value of a text
separate from of despite the author’s actions are

clear that they marntain the emiphasis on classrooms

being sate spaces. Considering the diverse (and

pnkniown) hachgrounds and experiences of a class,

English teacher Brett Rubin said the department
discussed (hat unti! ap avthor is “demonsirably
convicted,” teaching their works can promote
auanced discussion.

Junot Diaz is the author of ““The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” a Puhtzer Prize

winning novel. Diaz afso faces allegauons of sexual

musconduct and misogymstic behavior.

Some say the siuation depends on the gravity
of the gccusations; 1 Diaz's case, the allegations
did put compromise his positions as a Pulitzer Prize
board member, MIT professor, and fiction editor of

the floston Review, according to NPR.
Despie these allegations against the author,

Rubin, who teaches Global Voices, explained that

there 15 a place for Diaz’s text in his classroony
because “we can make our way through it and
leave an opportunity to talk about it, instead of
deciding” any conclusions about the situation
or avoiding the discussion altogether.

According to Rubin, this discussion
provides “an opportumty to sit with the
discomtort, navigaie through it. and learn how
to contetualize those we might immediately
disagree with,”

Studying this text teaches students to
have ditficult discussions in the context of
cument events. The context of an author’s
experience gives a book more weight when
itincludes sumlar experiences, like the
published fiction and memoirs of Diaz.

Rubin’s class read articles and discussed
Diaz’s sexual assault allegations betore
reading his book, senior Kara Philoon said.

“This defintely affected the way | read
the book and shaped some of my perspectives.
[ wasn't uncomtortable reading the book but

the allegations were something § kept in mind
while reading.”

Rubin emphasized the purpose of this
dialoguc: “We study art in part to better
appreciate a nuance. There's very litile black
and white.”

Philoon described a “gray area™ of Diaz'y
allcgations appearing less despicable than
confirmed assault. She also said, *1 don't thinkd
it can be taught without prefacing the situation
before, but at the same time there's lots of
great books written by authors who aren't in
this kind of situation.”

This attitude fits with many situations
where consuming art is not the same as
supporting the artist. [t eventually leads to
the question of bow much we can scparate
arttrom artists, and 1 what extent artists’
immoral actions can be tolerated,

Discussing stories about sexual assault
that have alrcady been told in literature
forms a culture that allows people to keep
telling their stories. Howeyer controt crsial or
disturbing. it may be better that these issves
come 1o the toretront when authors face
allcgations, crafling literature as a platform fo!

Listen to

cultural awareness and change.

overly-misogynistic to playlists, I still listen to
songs like "LA Confidential” and enjoy it.
Despite what sume might consider
officnsive language, the production is stifl
well-executed with a catchy beat and ringing
synths, making the song a unique form of ant
that can still be appreciated by many. I think
we all realize that lisiening to music with
crude lyrics isn’t an excuse to propagate that
behavior in real life, but it certainly normalizes
it to a degree.
We accept that with hip hop and rap

comes iced out watches, designer brands,

and a strong party and drug culture. This is
prominent in industries of all music genres, but
is highlighted through the lyrics of songs like
NAV's recent “Tussin™ when he says I spend
a quarter on my watch, | drip drip my main b-
down in rust, put a side b- in Gucei socks.”
Often the lyrics aren’t innocuous though,

like in “My Collection” by Future when

he raps “Any time [ got you, girl you my
possession. Even if 1 hit you once, you part my
collection.”

Realistically, wherever there’s parties and
drugs and women, there’s a pretty high chance
that some sort of sexual harassment or assault
is occurring. But the popularity of these types
of songs almost makes assault seem more
of a trivial topic than it actually is. Wealthy
male artists who are revered by hundreds of
thousands of tecnagers taking a serious issue
and putting it against a rhythmic beat almost
glamorizes the issue and makes it seem like
something cool or desirable, like “once you
have money and power you can dominate

1 ‘I women t00.”

f you’re back here only taking Not surprisingly, artists such as Chris
pictures, you gon® have 1o take your a- back  Brown, Swae Lee, and recently Kodak Black
home “cause the only thing you're taking have all been accused of sexual misconduct.
is your clothes ofl"” If [ told you that some ~ Looking at these lyrics without the context of
guy said this to me, 1"d hope that you'd the synths and the bass always surprises me,
be somewhat disturbed. Butit's actuallya  and I sometimes feel uneasy listening to so
lyric from the song “Kiss Land.” which is much music from a genre that contributes to
my favorite album by The Weeknd. Still, the perception of women as just another facet
if the tyrics arc troublesome enough where  of a wealthy lifestyle or even just lifestyle in
someone saying them in real life would be geueral.
problematic, why do we continue to listen to Even poppy hip-hop star Post Malone has
this hind of music? Issues when it comes 10 respecting women,

Obviously everyone has the freedom of ~ especially in his angst-filled “Over Now,”
expression, so singers and rappers can talk ~ Where he sings about a lover who he never
about whatever they want in their songs. wants to go back to. “1'ma put that b p- in a
Despite the number of songs on my playlist —mother—" bodybag, so you know that I'm never
that | always skip, “LA Confidential” by Tory €ver coming back,” he says angrily. At his
Lanez is never one of them. Lanez is singing  concerts, he has his fans chaat “b-," referring
about cheating on his girlfriend, saying that  to his ex-girfriead, which gets the crowd
he'd never actually leave her, so thus his going, but somehow doesn't feel quite right.
mistress must 1. Not be just “anybody™ and The thing about trap music is that as a
2. Not expect to be his girlfriend. His excuse  result of the explicit wording, the frequent
is that he gets lonely sometimes. message of domesticating women can be more

I'm not gonna lie, I really do like this ~ much more pronounced and derogatory. I'd
song, but it makes me wonder—if we're say that creative license does exist and that
popularizing songs about a guy who's the artist’s work doesn’t necessanly reflect
straight up saying that he's cheating because  the artist, but the words and phrases that are
he's lonely and then asking her to cover used by many rap artists can he triggering
up for him in tront of his friends, is that for many. While it’s unrealistic to expect
normalizing said behavior to a certain the disappearance of misogynistic culture in
extent? I can’t speak for everyone, but gencral and thus misogynistic lyrics, being
Know that I've been somewbhat desensitized  mindful of what we're listening to can be
to lyrics that are demeaning to women. And  the first step in diverging from a culture that
although [ try to avoid adding songs that are ~ 8utomatically routes towards male dominance.

what you’re
listening to

by Alyssa Pak
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Consent means more than a simple “yes”

by Layla Sagibuddin

Auording o Rape Abuse &
Incest Nauonal Network  (RAINN),
consent is an agreement between
participants o engage in se\ual
acuvity. kit docsn't have w be verbal,
but  communicating verbally and
agreeing W diferent sexval activives
can help both you and your partner
know and respect each  other's
boundaries

On the other hand. many betieve
that as loug as they don't hear the
word “no,” all sorts of sevual actvity
ix ohay to do, The truth is, however,

that’s not enough to “give” consent of
nitiate sexual activity.

According  to Planoed
Parenthood, consent (s as casy as
“ERIES, ™ F stands for, “freely given.™
This means that doing something
sexual is a decison that should
be made without pressure, force,
manipilation, or while intoxicated.

R sands  far  Reversible.
“Anyone can change their mind
abowt what they want W do, &t eny
time. Lven if you've done it belore or
arc io the middle of having sex.” the
Planned Parenthood site states.

1 stands for “Informed.™ This
mcans be honest. For example, “if
someone says they Il use a condom
and then they don't, that’s not
consent.”

Next we have L. which stands
for Enbusiastic.  If someone isn’t
excited, or reafly into it, that's also
net consent.

18% of college students
think  someone  has
consented as long as
they don't say "No.”

Lastly, S stands for Specific.
Being specific means “saying ves to
one thing like going to the bedroom
0 make out.” On the other hand it
“doesn't mean they've said yes to
others like oral sex,”

Hence, without consent, sexual
aclivity, including touching, is sexual
assault or rape. According to the
Washington Post, however, between
January and March of 2015, 18% of
college students think someone has
consented as long as they don't say

“No."

According to the Washington
Post, partners try to read and assume
body language. John Indermuchle,
a student at
Massachusetts at Lowell who was
quoied from the Washington post
said, "most men wouldn't think to
ask explicitly for consent if it was
clear the other party was interested.”
Instcad, “men try o read body
language,” said Indermuchle.

lndermuchle points out
many asswue body language, take
advantage, and don’t communicate.
Saalika Khan, a student at Towson
University, believed her experience
showed how important it is to give
consent. A few years ago. a man
tned to sneak into her bed while she
was asleep, putting his arms around
her and Kissing her. She slapped and
punched him.

“1 don’t know why guys think,
*1f'] just do it, she’ll doit, too,”™ Khan
said. “I never understood that. There
has 10 be a conversation.”

High school students shared
their opinion on what consent is.

T think that consent is coherent
when there’s a very clear statement

the University of

made by you that you would like to
continue sexual advances or activity
in a sober state with a clear mind™
said junior Jeremy Lau.

Moreover,  Senior  Anahi
Toolabian believes in order to have
safe sex, partners should be open
about their needs and wants from the
other person.

" reely given
(] .
v eversible

§ nformed

e

i~ nthusiastic

o

pecific

“We can also prevent sexual
assault by educating students what
to do in certain situations. We should
also talk about what we would do in
certain situations and what consent
it. Hence, we can just respect our
significant other in a more meaningful
and safer way,” said Toolabian.

Liebovich

Former LA teacher sentenced to 35 years

by Eva Rotyburg

Studems growing up on the
North Shore usually go to school with
a sense of safety and trust in their
educational enviranment. However,
a recent arrest of a teacher in the
community reminds us that we are
not completely sheltered.

Matthew  Laird, 33, was
sentenced to 35 years in prison on
Apr. 17, after admitting to raping a
student.

Heis aformerieacher from North
Shore Academy in Highland Park and
Loyola Academy in Wilmette, and he
worked as a quiz bowl coach and club
sponsor at Stevenson High School in
Lincolnshire.

Laisd pleaded guilty to charges
of aggravated criminal sexual assauit,
and criminal sexual assault, and
possession of child pornography in
exchange for prosecutors dropping
dozens of other charges, according to
the Wilmette Beacon,

Laird was first arcested last
October following a tip in January

2018 that someone had uploaded
child pornography on a adult
pomography website,

Detectives tracked the upload
to an internet address associated
with his home in Glenview, and
after attaining a search warrant,
seized electronic devices containing
hundreds of videos and images of
child pornography, according to the
Wilmette Beacon,

The harrowing results of
the trial have had an impact on
students aftending Laird’s places of
employment.

dts  important  to
recognize  that we
shouldnt be surprised
Something like this is
happening in our area.
We aren't immune from
sexual assaults’

Ari Marcelo, a sophomore at Huntiey
High School, attended North Shore
Academy and was a student of Laird’s
as a sophomore. Marcelo said Laird
“was very friendly with everyone and
liked to talk a lot.”

Laird taught English at Loyola
Academy from 2011102014, In 2014,
he began as a teacher’s aide at Narth
Shore Academy, part of the North
Shore Special Education District,
NSSED, that included students from
18 public school districts in the area.

Laird became a teacher at the
school in 2016-17. In early October
2018, NSSED  Superintendent
Kurt Schneider said the district
immediately placed Laird on
administrative leave afler the original
tip.

Marcelo said, “He seemed to
be a little touchy. Like one of those
teachers who casually touches You on
the shoulder. Thinking about it now |
just get creeped out because it seems
s0 evident now, but it was sort of
normal then.”

Schneider confirmed Laird was
fired by the district on Oct. 10, 2018

because he refused to cooperate with
NSSED’s internal investigation into
the allcgations.

“We have no confirmation
at this time that any North Shore
Academy students are involved in
this,” Schneider said in a statement
on Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2018.
“From the minute we learned of
this investigation, we have worked
closely to provide compurters, photos,
personnel files, etc., to aid the police.™

Laird began a sexual relationship
with a high school freshman in 2008
while working at Loyola.

After she graduated and moved
away for college, she agreed to spend
the night at Laird’s house while on a
visit home, but she made it clear that
she had no interest in having sex with
him. prosecutors said.

The woman said she woke up
to find Laird sexvally assaulting her,
and Laird was found to have recorded
a video of the rape and uploaded it
onto the internet, prosecutors said.

After Laird was jailed with no
bail on charges of raping the former
high school student, investigators

found evidence of additional victims,
according to prosecutors.

He was subsequently indicted
on additional counts of sexual assault
and possession of child pornography
before entering his guilty plea on Apr.
17.

Martina Lobou, a sophomore
at Stevenson High School, where he
was a Scholastic Bowl Coach, said,
“It’s hard to believe a normal adult n‘x
my school actually did these things.”

The events  also hz?ve
hit  students at N&?W Trier.
Adhishree Kathikar, a

sophomore, said “It's pren_y scary
the possibility of something like
that happening in our community 1§
something people don’t sec. )
Alanpa Goldstein, a  senion
ed. )
e “jt’s important 10 recognize |_hat
we shouldn’t be surprised somcthl\:ls
like this is happening in ouf area. e
aren’t immupe from sexual assavlts.
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Six former Loyola priests

by Hope Tulhot

An sddinonal laver of the

Catholic Church’s  sexual  abuse
wandals was revealed as of Dic.
17, when an other list of aucused
pricsts  was made public by the
USA Midwest Province Jests that
included six tormer Clergy members
af Loyola Academy

Three days later, the Tiowis
sitormey  gencral  relcased  reports
in which they discoverad six of the
Mate's diocese faed to dilose $00
additional allegatron cases of priest
molestation 0 suthorires, meaning
78 peecent of established vwuan
reports went unheand

While pew developwnents have
emerged, the  Catholie Chureh's
reported hustory o abuse dates all the
way back o 1983, right arouid when
Loyola’s frest incident oceurming with
Reverend Donald } MoGuire

McGuire's abuse of Loyola
sudents continued vatl 1957 when
he. ithe many other clencal predators,
was relocaied (0 vanous insttutions
where his patteras ol assault would
span all the way 1o 2008

The hist on Midwest Jesuils
Webaite  Was  published with - a
satement saving that, “Many of
these allegations were made atter
an accusod Jesuit died and therefore

he did oot have the opportunity 1o
respond for humself.” and that the bist
was in no way legal action against the
alfeged

While McCruire served prison
tme, several of the nther accused
Lovola  priests, including,  Rev
Witton I Shiffington. Rev Gerald
A Strecter, Rev, Ignatios M Buenit,
and Rev Donald } O Shaug would
die betore (aing littie 0 no furms
ol consequence desprie behevahle
evidence, making Midwest's clams
appear W be cvasive W the suttening
that was caused

rormer Loyola  Acadenny
Prosident, Rev M Lawrence Reuter.
who was permancotly “defrocked.”
o stnpped of 8oy kind ot clengy
assovuttion,  had  several  vahd
accusations agwnst him, yet sull
served the longest serving presdency
from 1975 w 1990, an example of
the vicum-shanung culture that often
exists around cases of asssult that
involves religious institutions

The scenungly  “hush-hush™
nature of clencal abuse sparked the
Boston Globe 10 uncuver a similar
report in 2002 fotlowing the story
of father Jobn G. Geoghan, a Boston
Priest, who fondled or raped more
than 130 children.

Despite stonies of abuse that
spanned three-decades, the cardinal
and bishops overseeing Geoghan did

? . . L3 ¢
« New Trier Examiner s« «
involved in scandal
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tittle W stop it.

What  the  Globe  team
investigaied would later become the
inspiration tor the movie “Spotlight,”
but more mmportantly would allow
for secrets hidden for generations 10
finally come forward.

“Ihe safety, security and welk
being of our students are our highest
priorities. Loyola Academy teachers,
counselors, coaches, campus
ministers and staff members are
committed (o creating a supportive
and loving community where our
students feel safe and thrive,” stated
Loyola Academy Communications.

~We thoroughly screen our
applicants and conduct annual
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criminal background checks for all
school personnel, as well as annually
process our employees through the
state child abuse and neglect tracking

system.”
Loyola now  requires all
employees 0 RO through an

onentation upon being  hired and
continues throughout the individuals’
carcer to enforce clear boundarics
between adults and minors.

The school stressed as well
(hat staff is required by law to be
“mandated reporters™and step in if
they witness anything suspicious.

On Eeb. 21, Pope Francis met
with 190 bishops from around the
world to discuss the events that

\ikipedia
unfolded last December. He ended
simply by saying, “Jisten 10 the cry of
children who ask for justice.”

Loyola Academy encourages
victims of abuse, no matter how *
recent the wncident, to both contact
faw enforcement as well as Midwest
Province's director of the Office of
Safe Environment, Marjorie O'Dea.

Father Brian Paulson, provincial
of the USA Midwest Province, said
within the next year there would be an
another review of the organizations’
records by consultants from Hillard
Heintze.

When sports
fans go too far

by Jack Soble

S ports fandom i3 a powertul drug.

|t makes us do some pretty crazy things. It
makes us paint our chests and our faves. it makes
us stand outside for three hours in single-digit
temperatures, and it makes us jump up and down
a month and a halt removed from reconstructive
kpee surgery.

Just an educated guess on that last one.
And the Bears had just clinched the division for
the first time since 2010, so this hypothetical
person’s logic was flawless.

Aund all that is fun! Fandom, when done
correctly. can be an awesome thing.

Sadly, this article isn’t about that.

Instead, it’s about sports fandom and
compelling people to say, do, and tweet things
fike this.

“Erica Kinsman I hope you get in a car
accident.”

“I'm done. 1 give no M**** about the
accuser now. Erica Kinsman never ever come
back to Tally.”

“I'm gonna say this as thoughtful as I
possibly can... F*** you Erica Kinsman you
Iying, money hungry, soul sucking W****!"

These are all insults hurled at Erica
Kinsman. a Florida State student who accused
Jameis Winston, the Seminoles’ national
championship and Heisman Trophy-winning
quarterback at the time, of rape. All were found
with a simple twitter search.

They don’t even come close to the worst
of it, either. According to the film “The Hunting
Ground,” she received threats 1o burn down her
sorority bouse.

Fach of the accounts who tweeted those
horrible things had something in common. They
had either a Florida geotag or #Noles in their bio
or they included a Florida State Football profile
picture. Their hero was accused of a beinous
crime, and they - like so many others - saw the
case through garnet and gold-colored glasses.

This in no way, shape, or form excuses
those Florida State fans’ actions, or the behavior
of anyone ¢lse who says or does awful things
in the defense of their favorite players. Those
actions do, however, provide a concrete example
of what many sports fans® first impulse may be
if a member of their team makes beadlines for
horrible reasons.

I'm not immune to it either; in the past

Lichovich

five years both Patrick Kane and Derrick Rose
were accused of rape and my immediate concern
- before taking a minute to think clearly - was
more for my team than for the women who were
gedly assaulted. I remain d of that to
this day, but it’s sadly not all that uncormmon.

Instincts like that are why it's important
to have second thoughts and think critically,
because while a miniscule proportion of sports
fans are terrible enough to send death threats and
tweet awful things, a much larger percentage
will voice their opinion on the subject in more
seemingly benign ways.

If that happens, it can be much more difficult
to hold athletes who are proven to commit sexual
assault accountable. The court of public opinion
is a very real and very powerful mechanism, and
when it shifts far enough towards the survivor
and away from the perpetrator, teams may be
compelled to take action.

For example, in 2014 when Ravens running
back Ray Rice punched his wife in an elevator,
his team did nothing and he was given a measly
two-game suspension. Months later, video
evidence came out and the public’s outrage
turned towards Rice, who was released later that
day.

This is why sports fans actually do have a
great deal of power. If they disregard their first
instincts that tell ther to defend their hero, they
have the ability to force their favorite teams to

do the right thing.

Roe v. Wade
under siege post-
Kennedy

by Emma Mansour

For the past 46 years, Roe v. Wade has
guaranteed women the right to an abortion. but
the current makeup of the Supreme Court may
put this precedent at risk.

In October 2018, justice Brett Kavanaugh
was appointed to the supreme court after justice
Kennedy retired. Kennedy had been historically
conservative as a justice, though voted more
liberally when it came to abortion, joining the
Majority rule in Roe v. Wade.

Until his retirement, the Supreme Court
was reliably in favor of abortion rights, keeping
a 5-4 majority in most cascs. With this change in
the court comes the possibility for Roe v Wade
to be overturned.

While the precedent can't just be overturned
at the desire of the justices, cases concerning
rights outlined in Roe v. Wade allow for justices
to reexamine the ruling.

One recent case was that of an Ohio bill
that bans abortions after a fetal heartbeat is
detected, making it more difficult for women to

get abortions.

This law is in partial contradiction with Roe
v. Wade, so while it would be difficult to take
efiect, it allows the Supreme count to reexamine
Roe v. Wade and potentially overtum it.

This can be a difficult thought for some.
Senior Keara McLaughlin said, “As someone
who is pro-choice, the fact that republican men
want to legisiaie my body, is very distressing
and wrong.”

In terms of likelihood, senior Will
Thomton said, “1 think that Roe v. Wade is so
crucial precedent wise that I don’t thiok it will
be overturned, even with the most conservative
ol justices.”

While abortion is generally discussed on »
a moral basis, it is a topic with many nuances
that contribute to the debate, one of which is
the question of potential-parents being ready to
have children.

Junior Maddie Jednorowicz said, I don’t
think [Roe v. Wade] should be overturned
because the law allows for people of all different
privileges, especially those who don't have the
capability to care for a child, a choice to decide
what is best for their future.”

Another aspect of abortion is the question
of safety of women and how overturning the
precedent may aftect that. Women may urn to
unsafe methods to carry out an abortion if they
are unable to satcly and tegally get one.

McLaughlin added, “If it were to be ’

overturned there would be a lot of dangers to the
health of women everywhere.”

Though less prominent within the
conversation surrounding abortion, senior Will
Embree brought up the question of how a change
in precedent may affect the world at large.

~On a moral and personal level. 1 am
pro-life, but on a national scale I believe that
abortion should be legal because it is beneficial
to the world’s overpopulation crisis and will
augment the fight against scarcity of resources,”
said Embree.

Another complexity is when a survivor of
sexual assault becomes pregnaat. The current
law pertaining to such situations exempts
survivors of “forcible rape” from other abortion
faws.

With minimal laws protecting and
considering  pregnant survivors  of  sexual
assault, the overturning of Roe v. Wade would
likely complicate this matter turther.

No matter how complicated or controversial
this topic may be among the American public, it
is now up {0 the Supreme Court to either uphold
or overturn their precedent it given the chance,
How they will decide is unctear, and it wilt only

be determined with time.
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by Mcgan Reimer

Cullcgc is a time of

axcitement, adventure, and maturnty
in a young aduit’s hic. A ume where
people from all over the world, of
different buckgrounds, and differcat
genders can come logether and build
relationships and crcate memones
that will last forever
Lowever, ©as I8 beroming
more evident in the wake of the
Mc Too movement, certan coliege
expericnces that last Torever can alsw
e (nyghterng and bornific
The schual assaull cases that
aceuf on College campuses have been
adding 8 new level of pETvOUsSHEss
in the minds ol iwoming college
treshmen
Many seruor advisenes peepared

AN AR A

Sexual assault a growing

students for these types of situations
on campus grounds with the viewing
of e documentan -film. “The
Hunting Ground.”

Some senws, omeien feel that
the film dvd ot bhelp prepare them tor
the upeoming four yean

Sentor Maggie  Graves said,
4 feel ke the discusson 00 “Ihe
Husting Ground” wasn'Lvery great it
made me a little nervous about going
oft to school ™

As women have a

duspeoportionaiely higher  raie of

experiencing scual assaulvrape than
men do on wllege vamposes, this is
pot a problem male studeals have 0
think about as much

Semior  Chaney  Laros  said,
“I'm excited for college but 1 think
iy important that we don't become
by standers and take action il we sce
something wrong happening.”

A report by RAINN (Rape,
Abusc & Incest National Network)
found that ameng undergraduate
stadents, 23.1% of females and
& 4% of males expericve rape of
sesual assault through physical foree,
violenwe, ©Of incapecjtation during
therr college years

Many studentsare e wondenng
how they can prepare themselves (o
these sorts ol situations.

Sepiors Jume  Sicrens and
Sylvia Miller said there is some fear
and apprehension about going to
collcge. “When | heard about all the
cases | hnew | was gomng o need lo
bring pepper spray with me, and we
are guing 1o have o gonsider staying
together in groups, and creating ways
w heep ourselves safe,” sand Sierens.

Ancther stausuc from RAINN
repuorted that every 98 scconds, an
Amrican is sexually assaulted.

£

) For _“"“%‘ who do not live in the

Inited Statcs, these sorts of fears
about going W college because of
the rish of beconnng a sexual assault
vicim arc almost non-existent,

Senior and Exchange Student
Isla Savola, who s returmng o
Finland next year instead of going
o college said, “IU's never been
something that 1've had o think
about.”

She added, “The amount of
sexual assaull cases in Finland is
nothing compared 1o here ih the U.S,
and the culture around the whole
college thing is completely different.”

After viewing “The Hunung
Ground,” the very real revelation that
sexual assault 15 Dot an uncommon
oceurrence on a college campus set
in with a lot of seniors.

“It can happen at big name
schoals or little colleges, which can

0 €2 &7 L4 43
é» NEw TRIER EXAMINER ¢ & ¢ ¥ év ¢

fear for incoming college

freshmen

sspect of £0178 19

e overall peC
make the oV pr P id Graves.

college a bit scariet.

Seaior Julia Belian
porrible knowing about all
assault cases that happen off cf’[,"g,c
campuses, too often the vicum 1S
blamed and not the school for how
it 1% handled and | think that makes
me feel a bit nervous about the whole
college exponence.”

The viewiog of the film has
prompled some seniors 1o consider
a college's safely statistics when
evaluating if' a school would be a
good ht.

Senior Lauren Zabors said. *“10
be honest, [sexual assaull] scares
me. Some of the colleges I've visited
have had high staustics tor rape,
which 1 have had to look at because
of this problem.™

fro
news.”

Jessica Caccavallo,

m us; it's something [we] read about in the

the Northwest

“Jlunting Ground”
screened in senior
adviseries for 2nd

CASA Prevention Education Coordinator,
agreed that The Clothesline Project can help
raise awarencss. She also noted that raising
awareness is oflen very important in an
aftluent community like New Trier, where

year straight

by Stephanie Kim

F\w the second year in @ row and
the fourth year overall, seniofr  adviserics
have watched “The Hunung Ground™ for the
semor class as a part ot a scheduled extended
advisery, which was received in a vanety of
ways by seniors and advisers.

The decision to play “The Hunting
Ground™ again as part of this year’s seniof
programnung  factored in a myriad of
opinions, mMost importanty the oues of the
senior advisers themselves.

“Every year, Dr. Pearson and 1 are
always wanting 10 €ngage our senior advisers
in thinking of topics and themes tor their
seniors. and our senior advisers selected “The
Hunvng Ground® again this year.” said senior
Girls” Adviser Chair Susan Paunan. “There
was a push [from the advisers] for the school
to show if again.”

The screening of “The Hunting
Ground™ was integrated into seniors” school
day through sanctioning multiple extended
advisery periods for it, much tike the viewing
in 2018 and entirely changed from the way
the viewing was handled in 2017, where it
was made into an optional day.

“We had extra time in those advisery
periods. and what we found last year was that
the seniors felt really positively about using
that time.” explained Paunan,

For many students and advisers, the
topics of rape, sexual harassment, and sexual
assault on collcge campuses are considered
to be extremely crucial to discuss as seniors
approach the beginning of their college lives,
2 vital reason why “The Hunting Ground™ has
been expanded to all adviseries since its first
screening in 2015 with a single girls® advisery.

~This is information that every person
should be exposed to and learn. In order to
start changing these issues, We need to first
be educated on them, and sexual assault,
especially on college campuses. is a huge and
devastating problem,” said senior Ella Schotz.

Sentor Maggie Samson echoed Schotz’s
sentiments. “Lvervone  has  a different
perspective on the topic. and in advisery, it
shoutd be open for discussion to hear other
people’s opinions and discuss what tragic
relisuc cvenls happen in college and after
college that we're sometimes exposed 0 in
high school.”

Despite the benefits of having viewed
“The [untung Ground” for another year,
some seniors expressed @ desite for the
circumstances surrounding the viewing a5
well s the advisery discussions to have been
pandied in a differcat manner.

« think that it was terrible thar we were
forced to go to class directly after watching,
with po time to decompress or discuss the
video. 1 personally found it deeply upsctting,
and it was hard to focus during classes,” said
Schotz.

On top of some seniors believing that the
screening felt a bit crammed into the advisery
period, some also would have preferred the
advisery discussions 1o have occurred more
individually.

For Schotz, her advisery experienced
discomtort during the discussion phase of

~The Hunting Ground” viewing. when they *

had to pair up with a male advisery, including
feeling targeted herself when she and her
fellow advisces were asked if they feared being
sexually assaulted.

Schotz explained, “Although on the actual
day it was fine, [ don’t see much value in girls
pairing with boys’ adviseries. 1 think they can
get something from talking with us, but not vice
versa.”

Samson offered her take on how the
discussions could have been planned in
hindsight. I don't think adviscries should meet
before and discuss the topic. Lach advisery
should watch it separately, and then pair up
with a boys’ or girls" advisery, and discuss
their opinions and what they thought about the
movie,” said Samson. “Yhen next should be the
presentation.”™

As for whether the film will be screened
again next year, Paunan notes that while the
topics covered in “The Hunting Ground”
regarding sexual assault and rape will continue
10 be central to senior adviseries’ programming,
the viewing of the film itself may not be
guaranteed,

~The wpics of the fitm are imponan 1o
discuss, but I can’t say for sure if we’ll show it
again, We recognize that the film was made at a
certain time, and it might not be 100% relevant
1o current statistics,” said Paunan.

Clothesline
Project puts
survivor’s
stories on tees

by Julia Nagel

Thc Clothesline Project, an art project
run by the Northwest Center Against Sexual
Assault and supported by Peer Helping, is on
disptay every other year at both the East and
Wesl campuses.

This project utilizes a unique medium,
T.Shirts, to share the storics of survivors and
promote an end 1o sexual violence. The shirts
are written or drawn on either by someone who
is a survivor of sexual abuse or by a friend/
family member of a survivor.

The mission statement on The Clothesline
Project website states that “The Clothesline
Project provides evidence that incest, domestic
violence, and sexual violence exists in our
communities. It is a visual reminder of statistics
that we often ignore. It gives a voice to those
who have been forcibly silenced.”

,:xhhcugh The Clothesline Project is a far-
reaching project, the shirts displayed at the Fast
and West campuses are limited to those that
have been created by students at New Trier or
other surrounding schools.

e ;2;1‘-5hm5 that are .display?d. we really
P ocal. So, they’re all from schools
on the North Shore,” said faculty co-spon: f
Peer i‘lelping Sarah Fergus. sponsore
Peer 1::;;:124&3:;\: Ml:] orowicr.acohead of
becauscitrajs‘esa es the project is important
veatise wareness about the prevalence
of this issue to the New Trier community.
) “'[WC] don't realize how close all of these
situations are. [We] think it's more distant

many students may not believe such issues are
1aking place.

“It shows that it happens at this school,
and it happens at other schools. Violence has
no bounds as far as economic status goes,”
said Caccavatlo.

Health teacher Andy Home said the
project is a positive influence because students
who view the project are less likely to joke
about sexual violence to their friends and are

" also more knowledgeable about how to help

a friend/family member who is @ survivor of
sesual violence.

In addition to raising awareness. Horne
said the project also provides survivors with a
chance to feel less alone and a method 10 voice
their experiences.

“If anyone has been the target of sexual
assault or experienced it and maybe has pever
come forth with dealing with that incident, this
can be an outlet for them potentially, or at least
another moment to create a door to go seek
help.”

When the exhibit is displayed at New
Trier, advisers or other teachers can sign up to
bring their students.

After visiting the exhibit, students who
are survivors of abuse or know people who
are have the opportunity to make a shirt in
whatever color reflects their or theirloved one’s
experience with sexual assault. For example,
purple shirts represent survivors of sexual
assault due to perceived sexual orientation,
and red or pink represents survivors of rape or
sexual assault.

Fergus said that viewing the project can
be a very impactful experience to students.

“It’s certainly a very strong platform. It's
in your face. You can’t ignore it,” said Fergus-

Another faculty co-sponsor of Pecf
Helping, Kathryn Kalnes, believes that the
conversations facilitated by this exhibit are
arguably just as, if not more, important and
impactful than the viewing of the exhibititsell-

She said. for this reason. that Peer Hel ping
works to make sure that students and teachers
discuss the issues that the project sheds light
on even after students are done looking M ¢
shirts.

“That’s why we always send out the
packet of resources o teachers, becaus¢ we
don't want it to be a [situation where] the
student just walks in, sees these shirts. and
Jeaves and there’s o follow up,” said Kaloes

Although the exhibit was not displaved
at New Trier this school year. it will be back
fll of 2019. In the meantime. Caceavalle
encourages students to reach out if they want

to help. .

“If people want 1o volunteer. Of if there 15

a group that wants to rally around this project:
contact me, because we need more advocatcs
in schools.”



